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Practical Sailor tested Bio-Solv acetone alternative during the

bottom-paint job on a 21-foot powerboat and liked it.
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Bio-Solv Green Acetone
Forget the fumes, this solvent is user-friendly.

bottom-paint job is unpleasant from
start to finish, and wiping down the hull
with acetone plays a role in that unpleasant-
ness. So when a Cinnaminson, N.J., com-
pany sent us an acetone alternative called
Bio-Solv, we were more than keen to test it.

NEW SOLVENT SOLUTION
Bio-Solv is a non-toxic, non-flammable
cleaner that works better and is safer than ac-
etone, lacquer thinner, or Xylene, according
to Anthony Severino of MAS Epoxies, which
began selling Bio-Solv last year. The company
buys it from a proprietary manufacturer.

“It’s slightly more expensive than ac-
etone but well worth it,” said Severino. “It
lasts longer because it evaporates slower
than acetone.”

The biodegradable acetone replacement,
which the company calls “green acetone,”

carries the U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency’s Design for the Environment
(D£E) logo. In order to display the DfE logo,
the product underwent extensive screening
by the EPA and other firms to ensure that
none of the ingredients in Bio-Solv are un-
safe for humans or the environment.
Nontoxic, biodegradable products like
Bio-Solv are quickly becoming the solvents
of choice at many boatyards and boatbuild-
ing facilities who are under the gun to comply
with ramped-up environmental regulations.
Spilled acetone or wastewater containing
it can pose a significant risk to ecosystems
and wildlife. Acetone dissipates slowly in
soil, and because of its high solubility in
water, it is a significant groundwater con-
taminant. Acetone also can cause oxygen
depletion in aquatic systems as it is some-
times consumed by micro-organisms.

For the yard workers who handle solvents
daily—and even for those of us who have to
use the stuff occasionally—switching to a less
harsh, zero-carcinogen product like Bio-Solv
means less exposure to harmful chemicals.

As new environmental laws are imple-
mented and consumer demand for safer
products grows, we expect to see more prod-
ucts like Bio-Solv hitting store shelves.

THETEST
PS used Bio-Solv instead of acetone to clean
the bottom of a 21-foot powerboat before
and after sanding the hull, in prepara-
tion for applying antifouling to it. Testers
donned some protective clothing—gloves
and goggles—but did not need a res-
pirator. Bio-Solv doesn’t exactly smell
good, but its fumes are much more tol-
erable than acetone, testers found.
Testers noted that Bio-Solv did not
irritate the skin, even when it came in
direct contact with it. Acetone burns and
reddens the skin and causes it to itch.
Several months after the test boat’s bot-
tom was wiped down with Bio-Solv, paint-
ed, and launched, testers found no evidence
of peeling paint or other signs that the Bio-
Solv might have caused adhesion issues.

Bio-Solv can also be used to clean tools.
Vanguard Sailboats recently converted
from acetone to Bio-Solv for tool cleaning
and line flushing at its boatbuilding plant
in Rhode Island, explained plant manager
Joel Hanneman. “We’ve been using it for
four or five months, successfully.”

The product is safer and easier to use than
petroleum-based products, mainly because
is not flammable, Hanneman said. However,
when it comes to performance, acetone still
takes the top prize, he added. Acetone “cleans
tooling like nothing else, but the overall ben-
efits of Bio-Solv outweigh those of acetone.”

Bio-Solv is available at West Marine
(www.westmarine.com) in sizes from a pint
($9) to a 55-gallon drum ($2,800).

Bottom line: PS recommends Bio-Solv.
We think it lives up to its claim of being
an effective, safe, environmentally-friendly
alternative to acetone. A

CONTACT

MAS EPOXIES, 888/627-3769
www.greenacetone.com
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